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COURSE INTRODUCTION

COURSE CONTENTS:

The course content based on understanding knowledge of contemporary urban
transformation processes and context-based design methods. It tends to
analyze, comprehend, and design intricate urban environments. The insights
gained are expressed through visionary and strategic thinking, concept
development, and the design of urban spaces. The studio seek to provide a
comprehensive package linking urban design, theory, research and practice.
The main focus is given on Spatial planning system, Knowledge of
contemporary ideas of shaping space in cities, Identify principles of formulating
local zoning plans for advanced urban complexes using the applicable notation.
Knowledge which takes into consideration the interdisciplinary character of
circumstances of urban planning.

COURSE SYNOPSIS:

The well explicit application of theories in design are formulated as projects for
students of Architectural Design Studio VIII to transform the literal and
projected meanings of theoretical concepts into design practice. The foci of
studio comprises complex, creative, exploratory and advanced design
assignments in background of national as well as international practices. An
integrated emphasis is built through comprehensive layout of architectural
design assignments. The design projects in Studio VIII correspond to urban
development, planning and design. Experimenting with different solutions
using knowledge of architectural theories and contemporary concepts to a high
level of practicality is taught to students. A thorough sense of urban realm,
exchange of intra-city resources and sustainability is developed in students’
architectural design capability; that the students learn through various
instruments of applied and basic research.
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COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:

The projects assignments are based on contemporary urban themes
such as design and densification of urban nodes and quarters,
revitalization of former theories, and sustainable transformation of
our city landscape. The students gain an advanced understanding on
the inner logic of urban design and practical experience. This enables
them to tackle complex urban challenges, and to synthesize their
knowledge into a design project at the interface between planning,
architecture and landscape architecture. The students are assigned to
develop complex urban design and architectural projects, by critically
reflecting and integrating relevant design criteria such as heritage,
mobility, public space, landscape, morphology, density, building
typology, materiality.

• GRADING POLICY: 

 

TERM 
CLASS ASSESMENT 30 %

FINAL TERM
EVALUATION 70%

TOTAL

TEST 1 TEST 2 FINALS ATTENDANCE

Marks 15 Marks 15 Marks 65

Marks 05 100
Class 

Discussion
Test

Class 
Discussion

Test Final Project Jury Viva

Marks 05 Marks 10 Marks 05 Marks 10 40 25 -
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COURSE INSTRUCTOR

Name Email Id

AR. YASMEEN ABID MAAN yasmeen.abid@lcwu.edu.pk

AR. ASIM SHAH archpk1@yahoo.com

AR. NIDA QANBER nida.qanber7223@gmail.com

AR. MARYAM JAMIL maryamjamil18@yahoo.com

AR. USMAN KAZMI kazmiusman6@gmail.com
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LOCATION:

The site is in Lahore Wahdat Town is already a Housing

Colony for Government Officers Wahdat town Lahore.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES:

Following objectives should be achieved in the context of 

housing scheme design:

• Provision of spaces which offer scope for compatible 

social communal activities adjacent to living areas

• Establishment of sustainable housing community to 

maximize human well-being and minimize environmental 

load

‘Roof over the head’ –is a struggle that millions in Pakistan

are still caught with. A viable housing policy is still to be

established to appreciate Housing Industry as a social need

as well as productive sector of economy. The productivity

of design of a Housing Scheme depends on the balance

between a range of factors including accessibility, security,

safety, privacy, and community interaction, availability of

appropriate services and provision of adequate spaces.



KEY CONSIDERATIONS, REQUIRED FOR ACHIEVING QUALITY IN DESIGN OF A

HOUSING SCHEME:

 LAND USE, LANDSCAPE AND ECOLOGY

The existing topographical environment of the site should be respected. Earthworks should be minimized, as far

as possible, every effort should be made to retain existing trees and vegetation. Indigenous species should be

chosen for landscape design of Housing scheme.

 SUSTAINABILITY AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY

a. Sustainability in context of a single house/unit/family

involves:

i. Location of a house close to shops, schools, workplaces, and transport nodes

ii. Optimizing the energy performance of the residential unit/building so as to reduce CO2

emissions. (Generalized goal of reducing energy dependency on electricity by 40%)

iii. Maintenance of High Quality Indoors

iv. Preferred Use of materials which are sustainable and locally available.

v. Effectiveness of Design for Future Growth

b. Energy Efficiency
i. Provision of shading devices in buildings in relation to solar gains, orientation

ii. Orientation of Houses and other Buildings to significantly benefit from day lighting.

iii. Thermal Insulation should be introduced as an integrated approach at initial stages of

design so as to qualify for parameters for an energy efficient design.

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN:

i. NEED BASED APPROACH:

• Access for people with disabilities

• Changing /Varying needs of occupants as per age groups

• Durability and Performance of a Building

• Optimal Use of Infrastructure to avoid Urban Sprawl

i. SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE APPROACH:

• Accommodation type, Support Services and Purpose based Division of spaces determine socially

responsible character of a design

• Accessibility and Adaptability as per changing needs of lifetime of users.

• Security, Health and Safety are also key concerns to meet requirements of circulation inclusive of

pedestrian, vehicular and service vehicles

i. PRESERVING ENVIRONMENTAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE

• The scheme must provide a pleasant living environment to respond appropriately to context of

aesthetically pleasing and human in scale. The neighborhood and cultural heritage must also be

elaborated in design solution.
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COURSE INTRODUCTION

COURSE CONTENTS:

The studio course is delivered through a combination of inspirational
lectures and hands on individual project based discussions to refine
the assigned design projects. In addition to talks on intelligent
energy-efficient buildings and their services, students will be
introduced to structural, electrical and public health design along
with fire escapes, placement of central vertical movement core and
types of lifts in public buildings, as knowledge of execution is also at
par with design in any project. Significance of participatory roles in
professional practice as architects for coordination in a project is also
indicated in this course.

COURSE SYNOPSIS:

Architectural Design Studio –VI is furnished as a course to provide
relevant learning forums for students to put theoretical concepts of
the curriculum into practice. This course introduces students to
complex, creative, exploratory and advanced design problems that
remains their focus throughout the semester. Projects vary but often
address and involve the integration of space, form, structure,
function and materials. Relativity of humans as occupants in
relationship to program and function are considered in detail. Such
studio projects are expected to be comprehensive in their
development and execution. Students are often given particular
requirements to incorporate into their scenario, such as sustainability
requirements or occupation restrictions.
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COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:

The main objective of this Studio course is to enhance the conceptual
design development in the Students about mid-rise structures and
their multipurpose use in the specified context. Role of weather,
locality, social life of the people, available resources, orientation,
noise level in the given area, horizontal and vertical cues of the site
and available building materials while designing the given building.
After successful completion of the projects, students would be able
to; Comprehend the contextual site analysis, conceptually develop
and implement the design, generate the form with respect to
function of the building. They will be able to chalk out the building
requirements and services, with respect to orientation of the site.
Moreover the understanding of horizontal and vertical circulation
systems within the high rise structure, will be heightened in manual
as well as software based presentations.

GRADING POLICY: 

 

TERM 
CLASS ASSESMENT 30 %

FINAL TERM
EVALUATION 70%

TOTAL

TEST 1 TEST 2 FINALS ATTENDANCE

Marks 15 Marks 15 Marks 65

Marks 05 100
Class 

Discussion
Test

Class 
Discussion

Test Final Project Jury Viva

Marks 05 Marks 10 Marks 05 Marks 10 40 25 -
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COURSE INSTRUCTOR

Name Email Id

AR. BEENISH HASSAN darius_80@hotmail.com

AR. KHIZRA SHAHZAD Khizra.shahzad@lcwu.edu.pk
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PROJECT INTRODUCTION

Project # 1

Mixed Use Building

Mixed-use development includes a building or

a substantial urban community which combine

commercial, cultural and residential usage in a

dense area. Creating mixed-use communities

allow people to live, shop and work in the

same locality offer numerous economic and

social benefits.
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PROJECT INTRODUCTION

Project # 2

4 Star+ Hotel

The role of the hotel industry stems from a long

history and development in the field of hospitality

provision. In many countries hotels have evolved as

extensions of domestic hospitality; though typically

they are more often larger establishments

(particularly in developed countries) Industry groups

in different countries may define a hotel in different

ways.

A typical definition might be: 

“A hotel is an establishment providing paid 

accommodation.”
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COURSE INTRODUCTION

COURSE CONTENTS:

The course requires the practice to be categorized into two sections: The

theoretical portion for comprehensive learning and the practical application of

the studied material into projects or practical assignments. The course is

designed to focus on the understanding of sustainability, its three main areas i.e.

social, economic and environmental concerns , highlighting the issues in the

way of sustainable design globally and with reference of Pakistan, and various

passive design strategies through which the purpose of sustainable

environments may be fulfilled. Thus, the course will investigate the on-going

sustainable problems, climate change, behavioural change, sustainable values,

and the role of passive design elements in these parameters.

COURSE SYNOPSIS:

This course is to familiarize the students with global problems emerging from

the overall climate change, the steps or strategies that can at least create some

resistance to the impacts of increased carbon footprints of the built spaces, the

role of passive design strategies that needs to be considered while designing any

building and the steps that can be taken to improve the Indoor Air Quality

(IAQ) of the already built structures. The hybrid of both active and passive

designs, their needs and the challenges in designing a building is a critical

portion of the course. The other important systems in the course, for achieving

the sustainable environment are Rain Water Harvesting and Waste management

systems.
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COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. The main objective is to enable students to the realization of human beings
about the impacts of lifestyle and architectural styles on the natural
environments and why this subject needs urgent attention of field experts and
policy makers. 2. The understanding of challenges in achieving the
environmental, social and economic sustainability across the globe and within
the country. 3. To develop the idea of root causes of the whole disturbance in the
climate changes; the carbon emissions and the carbon footprints of the built
structures in specific. 4. To make students capable to give the passive design
techniques a thought while designing an academic project or infield practice. 5.
The importance of building envelope in deciding the impacts of any building on
environment in the next 100 years of its construction. 6. The detailed analysis of
various design strategies; landscape, wall treatments, roof, openings:
doors/windows, infiltration etc. and their effects on the indoor temperature and
environments. 7. To create a better understanding of the dynamics of natural
ventilation in the buildings, its considerations, impacts and role in maintaining
an improved IAQ. 9. The hybrid technology of sustainability and the
understanding its importance in comfortable indoors. 10. The analysis of
various systems that can contribute in sustainability on a society level i.e. Rain
Water Harvesting, Grey Water Reuse and Waste Reduction Management and its
3 R’s.
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Name Email Id
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PROJECT INTRODUCTION

Sustainable development has been in the forefront of debates

because of the far reaching effect of climate change on this earth.

This is principally due to the activities of industries that pollute

the atmosphere and use up non-renewable resources to fuel our

growth and development. As a consequence of this, it has become

necessary for all major consumers of resources including the

building industry to adopt sustainable development measures as a

way of prudently using our scarce resources.

The project is to propose the Design Strategies and Solutions 

for the existing built structures of Lahore College for Women 

University. The focus would be on suggesting multiple design 

approaches so that the Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) of the built 

spaces is improved and the overall negative impact of these 

buildings on environment is minimized.

Students are required to analyze climate on both micro and macro

levels and to have a detailed survey of the blocks given to have

the idea about design limitations and challenges. Study and

consultation of different Sustainable Design Books, so that they

can have variety of related material and case studies to analyze,

brainstorm and suggest different energy efficient design

techniques, is highly recommended. The strategies regarding

building envelope, landscaping, shading devices, Lighting

analysis, building materials and active design systems will be

incorporated.
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